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RANCHO SAN GORGONIO SPECIFIC PLAN Fire Services – City of Banning Fire Services Page 1 of 3 If you 
would like to receive this questionnaire in MS Word format, please email Frances Ho at 
fho@placeworks.com.  

It is our understanding that the City of Banning contracts fire protection from the Riverside County Fire 
Department (RCFD). Therefore, our questions are focused on both Banning Fire Services and RCFD.  

1. Please confirm or correct the following information we obtained from the Banning Fire Services
website and RCFD’s website, Strategic Plan 2009–2029, and 2013 Annual Report.

a. The entire project site (shown on Figure 2, Local Vicinity) is in Banning Fire Services and RCFD’s service
area. Yes

b. The two fire stations closest to the project site are Station 89 (Banning) and Station 20 (Beaumont).
Please supplement the information below regarding the equipment (e.g., engines, fire trucks, EMT
vehicles) and daily staffing for the stations.

Station Location  Equipment  Daily Staffing 

Banning Fire Station #89 

Closest Station 

172 North Murray Street 

Banning, CA 92220 

Equipment- 1 Type 1 municipal engine 

Staffing- 3 person with paramedic 

Beaumont Station #20 Second Closest Station  1550 E. 6th Street  

Beaumont CA, 92223  

Equipment 1 Type 1 municipal engine 

Staffing – 3 person with paramedic 

Seasonally- 2 additional type 3 brush engines with 
3 persons each approximately May- December 

Source: http://www.rvcfire.org/stationsandfunctions/firestations/Pages/default.aspx. 
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c. The entire project site is within the existing first-in service area of Station 89. 

Station 20 response area is approximately west of 22nd street south of I-10.  Station 89 response area 
is east of 22nd Street sout of I-10.   
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2. What is Banning Fire Services response time goal (in minutes) for responding to emergency and non-
emergency calls in the service area?  

5 minutes 

 

3. What is Banning Fire Services current average response time (in minutes) for emergency and non-
emergency calls?  

2014 - 80.8%  < 5 minutes 

4. Are there any existing deficiencies (personnel, equipment) in the fire protection service currently 
provided to areas surrounding the project site?  

A fire station is needed on the south side of I-10 in the area of Sunset Ave. to accommodate current and 
future growth and responses.   

5. Please summarize any plans for fire service improvements plans or expanded capacity (personnel, 
equipment), if any, that would serve the project area. What are the funding sources for the planned 
improvements? 

As stated above a future station south of the freeway is planned as Developer Impact Fees and tax 
revenue allow.   
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6. Will Banning Fire Services be able to serve any known cumulative developments in addition to the 
proposed project?  

Additional response needs to development on the south side of the freeway will be difficult with current 
staffing and facilities.   

 

a. Please summarize any additional resources (stations, equipment, personnel) needed.  

See above 

b. What factors or standards are used to project these needs?  

Response goals of 5 minutes enroute time is the major factor for projecting future needs.   

7. How would the proposed project affect Banning Fire Services’ ability to provide services? Please 
comment on any area of specific concern.  

Any development east of Sunset and south of I-10 would severely  and adversely effect call loads and 
response times for other areas of the City of Banning 

8. Please provide any additional comments and/or information regarding fire service provision in 
Banning related to the proposed project.  

The developers proposed fire station site is too far east to accommodate current and future needs for 
fire and medical responses.  A site on Sunset Avenue would better serve the city of Banning’s future 
needs.   

 

Response Prepared By:   

Name Title Tim Chavez, Battalion Chief, Beaumont Battalion, CAL FIRE Riverside 

Agency Date 5/17/2015 
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RANCHO SAN GORGONIO SPECIFIC PLAN 
Library Services – Banning Library District 

 

Page 1 of 4 

 
 

ATT: Place Works- Please utilize these comments as previous comments made 
prior to board meeting were initiated by staff and were not inclusive of library 
board direction. 

 
1. Please confirm that the library in the table below is closest to the project site (see 

attached Figure 2, Local Vicinity) and would likely serve its future residents.  
 

Yes. Banning Library is closest to project site. The District services the entire city. 
 Banning Library District has a sound budget and long term staffing. Banning library has 
been operating since 1916 and will continue to serve Banning and San Gorgonio Pass 
residents. With the limited resources both Banning and Beaumont libraries service the 
needs of those who live within the surrounding area, regardless of which city the patron 
lives. The community library is a common and core area that is frequently used by 
residents. It is the goal of the Banning Library District to offer additional services, tools, 
educational resources, technology, and partnerships in order to better serve the 
population in which it serves.   

 
 

2. Please summarize existing library facilities and resources (library building square 
footages, collection volume, capacity), and special services provided (e.g., computer 
labs, summer reading programs, tutoring). 

 
Branch Location Facilities/Resources Special Services 

Banning Public 
Library  

21 West Nicolet Street 
Banning, CA 92220 

 
 
Current Sq. Ft: 9,583 
 
 

 
 
Computer Lab/Children and 
Family programming, Local 
Historian 

Other  
(if relevant): None 

  

Source: http://www.banninglibrarydistrict.org 
 
 

3. Are existing library facilities and resources adequate for the District’s service 
population? If not, what is the estimated deficit of space and/or volumes? 

 
A net increase of 10,500 square feet is needed in order to provide new collection space, 
expanded computer space, new technology and equipment rental desk, modest space 
for historical equipment to document and preserve historic collections. New proposed 
space would assist in meeting current needs and projected growth. 
 
New family homes are slated to be built in Banning. As the City expands the needs 
continue to increase. South of the freeway homes are being planned and slated as well 
as north of the I-10 freeway off Highland Springs close to the Banning/Beaumont border.  
   
Sun Lakes master planned community is south of the freeway between the Highland 
Springs and Sunset exit.  In addition, there are over 6,000 residents who reside in Sun 
Lakes and these Banning residents are serviced by 3 small private unstaffed libraries. 
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There is a lack of computer labs, zip books, program offerings, and additional services 
received by residents on the Western portion of the City of Banning. 
 
The current 9,583 square ft. of space does not adequately cover the entire City of 
Banning in its current state and will be challenged to provide additional services to new 
residents. The neighboring community of Cabazon hosts a 7,000 sq. foot library which 
services a fraction of the residents serviced by the Banning Library District. Banning 
Library District covers a larger square mile foot print from Highland Springs I-10 freeway 
exit to the Cabazon, Morongo border. 
 
Banning now has Mt. San Jacinto community college within the city limits. The increase 
of students living in the city as well as needs have increased since the original building 
was built.  
 
San Gorgonio Pass area students and residents are challenged by location and bus 
lines due to limited bus operating schedules. It is the goal of the Banning Library District 
to increase academic support locally. An additional location near to the newer homes 
built over the last 15 years would allow all residents opportunity to increased and much 
needed educational tools.   

 
4. What factors or standards are used to estimate library facility and resource 

requirements (e.g., square feet of library facility floor area per capita and book 
volumes per capita)? 

 
This is done through population, home construction, and service needs increases. This 
can be tracked through the US Census as well as local city and county data.   

 
 

5. Will Banning Library District be able to service the proposed project in addition to 
existing patrons and any known cumulative developments? 

 
No! The Banning Library District will not be able to service the new population without 
additional land with a building on it. It is incumbent upon new development to assist in 
establishing increased library infrastructure for new families and residents who will be 
moving into the City limits due to newly proposed project(s).  
 
The current Banning library is facing maintenance needs. There is limited space for 
expansion as the footprint of library and parking has exceeded the property limits. A new 
library, possibly through a JPA would accomplish the need for a new library located 
where additional development will take place.  
 
Historically, libraries are central meeting places for community members in the case of 
an emergency, disaster, or gathering of those in the surrounding neighborhood. A new 
library would permit the inclusion of state-of-the-art communications equipment and 
meeting space.  
 
With a new school in this geographic region of Banning, close proximity to Banning High 
School and Mt. San Jacinto College, a library is a perfect fit for those seeking and 
needing additional services. 
 
 

a. Please summarize any additional resources and/or facilities needed. 
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As stated above, a new library facility would benefit not only the south side of Banning 
where this develop will take place, it will benefit the entire community. While the majority 
of the new developments, including the Sun Lakes population do not use the current 
library facility, one located closer to the community could cause an increase of 
patronage. The local library would also be a better fit for the high school and college 
students as there is a great need for additional internet, research capability, and 
computer services. Having access to additional services at the Banning Library could 
positively increase the graduation rates in both high school and college, which in return 
would impact the work force pool in the region. There is a need for additional classroom 
and work shop space. This would allow the Banning Library District opportunity to 
partner with non-profits and other entities who offer programming that could benefit 
Banning residents. Additional space and technology could provide additional ways to 
document and capture Banning History before it is too late.  
 
Banning has a diverse population. Individual heritages could be celebrated and shared 
through additional display space. With residents from the Mexican-American, Native 
American, Hmong, African American, Asian, and various other cultures, Banning is a 
mixture of heritage. The additional facility would not only be a library but a common 
place to bring the community together. 
 
There has been increased attendance during meetings at the Banning Library. Having a 
meeting room that could handle a larger capacity would allow residents to have a seat 
rather than have to stand in the hallways. With increased residents this will force 
residents to line up beyond the current meeting room in which they would not be able to 
hear or participate in the meetings being held. 
 
Larger community room space would also provide the opportunity for the public, as for 
non-profits, and community entities that occasionally need larger space to rent an 
affordable and clean space for gatherings. At this time this type of space is very limited 
in the entire San Gorgonio Pass region. If there are guest lecture speakers, or book 
signings, finding the appropriate venue to host such an event is challenging. This new 
space could encourage the interchange of public-private use mix. 
 
There could be additional space slated for business start-up incubator cubicles and an 
arts component that would encourage art displays and sales to benefit the Friends of the 
Library. The friends of the library would also need a designated room for book sales. All 
of which the existing building does not have. The current space is limited and the 
Friends of the Library must share a space with the community room/conference room. 
 
The existing library does not have ample outdoor space for the public. This has become 
a safety hazard as students wait outside after school and near a busy street and 
Banning experiences extreme temperatures. A shaded courtyard for patrons to read or 
study in a safe environment would be an added benefit. This garden courtyard setting of 
open common space could also serve as an additional rental space or place for events 
or chamber mixers, possibly weddings. 
 

6. Please describe existing plans to expand library service and/or facilities, if any, 
that would serve the City. Please also describe the anticipated funding sources for 
those improvements. 
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There are no EXISTING plans to do this nor are there funds slated. However, a 
preliminary conversation has started amongst the Banning Library trustees to vision out 
future plans. A new strategic plan will be formulated in 2016 which would include a fiscal 
matrix along with a proposed timeline.   
 
A JPA could be explored amongst various local stakeholders. Nothing has reached a full 
board discussion with exacts, let alone a discussion with combined boards. This would 
take place after the Banning Library District has hired a new Director. 

 
7. Please provide any additional comments and/or information regarding the 

provision of library services related to the proposed project. 
 
The vibrancy of a community is often judged by the adequacy of local library facilities. A 
new library sited where development is occurring would lend itself well to the 
surrounding community. Having a new, clean, and larger facility would provide a haven 
and allow the Banning Library District to increase efficiencies for staff, readers and 
researchers. This new facility would not only raise the bar in Banning but the entire San 
Gorgonio Pass. This would alleviate overcrowding and limited resources for those the 
Banning Library serves. 

 
 
Response Prepared By:   
 
 
Gail Paparian           Banning Library District, President/Chair 
Name         Title 
 
 
Banning Library District                 07/09/15  
Agency         Date 
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RANCHO SAN GORGONIO SPECIFIC PLAN 
Answers from the Banning Electric Utility 

 
1. The Utility has sufficient existing and planned electric capacity to serve the proposed project. 

b.  The developer would be required to extend the 34kV transmission system to serve the 
project.  Additionally, a new substation would be required at some point in the future to 
serve the project.  Details of these requirements have been previously provided by the 
Utility in its comments on the Specific Plan. 
 

2. For Residential we use an average kWh per resident.  Due to the significant variances in 
Commercial application, we utilize the specific load projections provided by the applicant. 

 
3. The City is currently 20% renewable and will be approximately 77% renewable as of 2017.  

The City has many energy conservation incentive programs available for its Utility 
customers, the program descriptions and guidelines are available on the City’s website. 

 
4. Please see the comments the Utility has previously provided in its comments on the Specific 

Plan. 
 

 
Responses Prepared By: 
 
Fred Mason – Electric Utility Director 
City of Banning   
May 14, 2015 
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